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A  MESSAGE  FROM  TN

& GWUL
For over 27 years, Thursday Network has supported the programs of the Greater
Washington Urban League by serving the diverse needs of Washington, D.C.,
Montgomery County and Prince George’s County, Md. Our mission is to provide a
place for young professionals to support the GWUL and focus our energies on
community service and economic empowerment, as well as our own personal &
professional development and civic involvement. Thursday Network members are a
part of the legacy of the National Urban League and stand united in the causes of
Jobs, Education, Housing and Health.
 
Created to generate a pipeline of leaders connected to The Urban League
Movement, Thursday Network has developed a number of signature programs that
impact our community. Our I EMPOWER scholarship has awarded service minded
students in D.C. and Md. with $189,000 towards their college education over the past
24 years. Our Empowerment Academy establishes mentoring programs in D.C.
schools, that equips young students with life skills related to the National Urban
League Empowerment Goals. Each year, we host our MLK Day Blanket and Toiletries
Drive and Young Blacks Give Backs month, to highlight our commitment to service
and show that Thursday Network’s young professionals are engaged in the
betterment of our neighborhoods. These are just a few of the highlights of our work
in the community, as we host these along with a variety of service events each
month.
To ensure we are ready to serve, we also place a high premium on the personal and
professional development of our members. Through our monthly general body
meetings, networking opportunities and connections to the boldest and brightest in
the area, we make sure that Thursday Network members are equipped to grow and
lead.
 
As the young professionals auxiliary of the Greater Washington Urban League and
2015 & 2016 National Urban League Young Professionals National Chapter of
Excellence and 2017-18 Eastern Regional Chapter of the Year, Thursday Network
takes the charge of volunteerism, civic engagement, philanthropy, and membership
development to heart. This organization is fueled by amazing, dedicated members
from a variety of professions, backgrounds and interests. I know you will gain as
much as you give should you bring your talents and resources to this chapter. I invite
you to join us in Empowering Communities and Changing Lives. 
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Yours In The Movement,
George H. Lambert, Jr.

President & CEO
Greater Washington Urban League

 
Kristin Shymoniak

President, 
Thursday Network 



EXECUTIVE  LEADERSHIP  COUNCIL
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KRIST IN  SHYMONIAK
President

JOESPH  KITCHEN
Treasurer

GENARO  STEWART
Vice President

COURTNEY  COFFEY
Parliamentarian

MEL ISSA  GOMES
Secretary

VINCENT  EVANS
Civic Engageement Chair

CHALON  JONES
Community Service Programsn Chair

CHADWICK  MORGAN
Community Service Events Chair

ANGEL INE  JEFFERSON
Fund Development Chair

CHRIST INA  HARDAWAY
Personal & Professional Deevlopment

Chair

BRITTANY  CUMMINGS
Public Relations, Marketing Chair

CANDICE  HELTON
Public Relations, Digital Media Chair

CHYNA  GRANT
Social & Cultural Chair

NATASHA  JOHNSTONE
Membership Chair

Committee Chairs:



LEGACY  OF  LEADERSHIP

PROGRAMMATIC  PILLARS

Thursday Network's 2018-2019 Programmatic Pillars aligned with the Greater Washington
Urban League's service areas.
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OBJECTIVES  AND  PLANS

Social Determinants of Health 
We will be focusing on raising awareness and tackling the many

conditions that impact our community’s overall health and wellness,
including social and environmental justice, access to healthcare,

education, and economic stability. .

Economic Scurity
We will focus on educating both membership and the community on

closing the wealth gap, cooperative economics, financial literacy, access
to affordable housing, and overall financial freedom.

Youth Empowerment 
We will focus on empowering our next generation by helping them
become advocates for themselves and for their community through

mentoring, education and personal development. We will provide them
with the tools necessary to combat injustices they face everyday and

become the next generation of change agents.

Community & Political Advocacy 

We will empower our membership and our community to become j advocates
within their respective professions as well as their  local community.  We will
also focus on strategies to educate both membership and the community on
how to engage elected officials on non-partisan issues as well as equip our

community with the tools to understand how to hold elected officials
accountable. 



LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT:

COMMUNITY  LEADERSHIP  HIGHLIGHTS
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ELECTED  OFF IC IALS :
SALIM ADOFO

DC Commissioner Ward  8

KRISTIN SHYMONIAK
Revis Foundation Board Member
Children of HOPE Board Member 
Black Millenials 4 Flint Ambassador 
Emerging Leaders Graduate  
With Great Care Board Member

LEADERSHIP

H IGHL IGHTS :

GENARO STEWART
NUL Advocacy Graduate 
Northern Virginia 40 Under 40
Nominee

BRITTANY CUMMINGS
NUL Advocacy Graduate 

CANDICE HELTON
#BeGreatDC Board Member

MELISSA GOMES
NUL Advocacy Graduate 
Northern Virginia 40 Under 40 Nomine

TRAVIS NEMBHARD
Forbes 40 Under 40

KENDRA OATES
2019 Emerging Leaders Graduate 
Owner, Dance Studio

TONI PURVIS
Founder, Paradigm 1 Consulting

CHALON JONES
CEO, Chalon Creates
Ph.D. Candidate, Vanderbilt University

DR. ERICA SOUTHERLAND
Howard University Faculty Senate

SAMUEL ODOM JR.
Ph.D. Candidate

MONIQUE TOUSSAINT
President, Rotary Club of Dupont
Circle-DC

LATRICEA ADAMS
Founder of Black Millennials for Flint

KAWANZA BILLY
Founder,  K. Billy Push 
NUL Advocacy Graduate

COURTNEY COFFEE
Alpha Kappa Alpha Soreity, Inc., Board
Member

DAJE MURPHY
Delta Sigma Theta Soriety, Inc.,
Community Service Chair

GREATER  WASHINGTON

URBAN  LEAGUE  ADVISORY

BOARD  MEMBERS :

KRISTIN SHYMONIAK
GENARO STEWART
ANGELINE JEFFERSON
CHALON JONES

NULYP  LEADERSHIP :
CHARIS GOFF, VICE PRESIDENT
TONI WILEY, ADVOCACY CHAIR



LEADERSHIP

DEVELOPMENT: 

EMPOWERING  THE

NEXT  GENERATION

OF  LEADERS
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This year, Thursday Network was dedicated
to providing additional personal and
professional development opportunities,
outside of our general body meetings, that
aligned to our 2018-2019  programming
goals specific to political & community
advocacy.

Lead4Life - June 2018
Thursday Network Leadership Retreat - September 2018
#UnHackTheVote 2018 - September 2018
Executive Leadership Council Retreat - October 2018
Parliamentary Procedures Training - October 2019
TN Spark Talks - January 2019
Sips With Sis - January 2019
Legacy of Leadership: Creating A Better Tomorrow - February 2019
Empowerment Academy - February 2019 to May 2019
Folding Chair with  Rep. Ayanna Pressley - March 2019
#BossMoves - April 2019
Women Empowerment Conference - April 2019
NULYP Road To 20 - May 2019
Folding Chair with Attorney Ben Crump - June 2019



LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT:

GENERAL  BODY  MEETINGS

Thursday Network Young Professionals 07

Thursday Network hosts monthly general body meetings that focus on different personal
and professional development topics aligned to our chapter specific programming goals,
NUL goals & general interests of our general membership.

Black Economics: From Main Street to Capitol Hill - JUN 2018

Affiliate
Hours Attendees

July General Body Meeting: Nominations - JUL 2018

General Body Meeting - SEP 2018

Managing Holiday Stress - NOV 2018

#Adulting101 General Body Meeting - JAN 2019

Connecting Black Feminism General Body Meeting - MAR 2019

#YPFIT General Body Meeting - MAY 2019

TN Executive Leadership Council Election - AUG 2018

Midterm Elections & the Implications on Communities of Color - Oct 2018

#DearVisionary General Body Meeting - DEC 2018

Does Black Love Still Exist? General Body Meeting - FEB 2019

#BossMoves General Body Meeting - APR 2019
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COMMUNITY  IMPACT:

AFFILIATE  HOURS
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Collaborating for the 5th Annual Soiree Noir: A Night of Opulence
Collaborating for the 81st Anniversary Gala
Attending advocacy meetings on Capitol Hill with CEO 
Partnering in planning a discussion with Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton
Supporting Comcast Cares Day
Supporting the GWUL Back to School Community Festival
Supporting the HPAP and Inclusionary Zoning Programs
Supporting with #GivingTuesday & #GiveWarmth Campaign for the GWUL Utilities Assistance Program
Serving on GWUL Events Committees
 

Serving local community members with holiday toys
Providing families with groceries each month through TN Food Pantry (View video here password: comcast)
Providing 5 Thursday Network GWUL Advisory Board Members
Increasing Affiliate Give
Assisting in grant writing 
Scholarship Application Review
Sending 4 students to National Urban League Youth Summit 
Promotion of GWUL Services and Events to the Community
Establishing Community Partnerships through the Opening Doors "Expanding Impact Program
Joint local radio appearance with WPGC

The Greater Washington Urban League can always count on Thursday Network to provide
volunteer support for any community events they host in the metropolitan DC area. This year
we proudly served our affiliate by:

TOTAL  AFFILIATE  HOURS: 25,911.3

https://vimeo.com/323527648


COMMUNITY  IMPACT:

SIGNATURE  PROGRAMS  
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YOUNG BLACKS GIVE BACK 2019 
Thursday Network continued its tradition of
reinvigorating our commitment to serving our
community through our annual Young Blacks Give
Back month. Every May since 1994 we have hosted
this month-long service blitz to show our
community that Young Blacks DO Give Back!



COMMUNITY  IMPACT: SIGNATURE  PROGRAMS 
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Every year, Thursday Network awards college scholarships to
deserving high school seniors who demonstrate a commitment
to community service. This year we awarded a total of $10,000
in scholarships to 7 students. This brings the total
disbursement of our scholarship program to $183,000 since its
inception 26 years ago. View impact video here . 

I  EMPOWER  SCHOLARSHIP

Annually, Thursday Network hosts the Empowerment
Academy life skills and enrichment mentorship program for
youth in our service area. This year the program was hosted
for 7th and 8th grade students at the Nationals Baseball
Academy in Washington, D.C. The program lasted 15 weeks. 

EMPOWERMENT  ACADEMY

10 MENTORS  | 22 STUDENTS

https://vimeo.com/325085834


COMMUNITY  IMPACT:  SERVICE  &

CIVIC  ENGAGEMENT  HIGHLIGHTS   
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Outside of our signature programs, Thursday Network also performs various one-time
service and civic engagement events throughout our community. These events allow us to
diversify the type of service opportunities available to our Thursday Network members and
friends.
19th Annual MLK Blanket & Toiletry Drive
1,461 Care Packages and 493 blankets distributed to 56
shelters.
500 Volunteers | 6000 Service Hours
 
GWUL Back to School Festival
30 Volunteers | 535 Attendees | 240 Service Hours
 
Feed The Hood 
39 volunteers | 97.5 Service Hours 
 
Victory Heights Senior Home New years Potluck 
29 volunteers | 87 Service Hours
 

Bounce Back 2: Voter Registration
Canvassing 
5 attendees |  5 affiliate & service hours 
 
Dream DC Village Voter Registration
Partnership
300 attendees | 3,600 affiliate | 84 service hours
 
The Folding Chair Speaker Series:
Rep. Ayanna Pressley 
162 attendees | 243 affiliate hours
 
FACE Hunger Simulation 
TBD
 
TN Spark Talk Series 
53 attendees | 106 affiliate hours



COMMUNITY  IMPACT:  NULYP  PROGRAMS

& INIATIVES  
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Outside of our signature programs, Thursday Network also performs various one-time service
and civic engagement events throughout our community. These events allow us to diversify
the type of service opportunities available to our Thursday Network members and friends.

Thursday Network hosted a design challenge
that encouraged groups of middle and high
school students to create a solution to an
injustice within their community using the
elements of STEAM, Students were paired with
a STEAM professional to create proposals and
presentation of their ideas. STEAM
professionals also provided information
regarding their career fields during a STEAM
expo. We partnered with 10 schools and
organizations. 

NATIONAL  DAY  OF  EMPOWERMENT
BUILDING BLACK WEALTH: A DISCUSSION ON

ESTABLISHING BLACK EQUITY  & BLACK BUSINESS  EXPO

Thursday Network hosted an entrepreneurship
expo where Black and minority-owned businesses
can demo, display, and promote their goods and
services in order to promote economic
empowerment. We provided a forum for
entrepreneurs to engage with each other and the
community while increasing their visibility of
burgeoning. We also supported our affiliate by
recruiting potential members of the
Entrepreneurship Center and Homebuyers
Programs in addition to Greater Washington
Urban League  Guild. 

NATIONAL  DAY  OF  SERVICE 
STEAM INTO THE  FUTURE  DESIGN CHALLENGE  AND

EXHIBITION FAIR

52  ATTENDEES
231  SERVICE  HOURS

157  ATTENDEES
518  SERVICE  HOURS
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JOIN WEEK 2019 



MEMBERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT
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This year, we not only focused on maintaining the progress we made with the growth of our
membership, but also improving our recruitment and retention efforts. This year, we
expanded our recruiting efforts by participating in/hosting the following events and
members-only incentives:

Access to the Membership and Registration Portal
Access to Membership and Business Directory 
Members-Only Socials
By-law Amendments 
Sports Leagues 
Members-Only Birthday Brunches 
Interest and Feedback Survey Distribution 
Members-Only Access to movie screenings and museum exhibits 
Discounted admission to TN and Greater Washington Urban League events 
Members-Only complimentary Professional Development Courses 
Ladies of The League GroupMe
Join Week Activities 
Men-only & Women-only events 
Men of the Movement GroupMe
Members-Only gym membership discounts 

NEW 
MEMBER

ORIENTATIONS
OPEN 

HOUSES

76



MEMBERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT
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Thursday Network is proud to honor our members that go above and
beyond in service for The Movement! From exceptional volunteer
contributions to consistent committee and event attendance, our
Members of The Month exemplify commitment and goals of Thursday
Network and the Urban League Movement.

2
0
18

2
0
19

JUNE
Melissa Pearson

JULY
Monique Toussaint

AUGUST
Tianna Cook

SEPTEMBER
Tamaria Kelly

OCTOBER
Caryn Bell

NOVEMBER
Candace Griffin

DECEMBER
Daje' Murphy

JANUARY
Garland Walker

FEBRUARY
Antwion Jefferson

MARCH
Harper Matthews

APRIL
Darin Oduye

MAY
Brittany Bell

JUNE
Briana Lynch

MEMBERS  WITH
5+ YEARS  OF
SERVICE  TO

NULYP

Shawn Ruffing [2008]
Charis Goff  [2010]

Kendra Oates [2010]
Tamaria Kelly [2010]

Waine Youn [2010]
Latricea Adams [2011]
Amos Kulumba [2011]

Terrence James [2012]
Elliot Johnson [2012]

Sylvester Ezani [2013]
Maurice Bland [2014]

James Jeter [2014]



FUND  DEVELOPMENT: AFFILIATE  GIVE
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Gordon Parks Exhibit Tour
5th Annual Black Jewish Seder with American Jewish Council
Sips with Sis Women's Empowerment Series
Conversations & Cognac Men's Empowerment Series
Winter Warm Up Holiday Party (fundraiser for the Greater Washington Urban League)
The Mix Up Networking Mixer 
Final Four Watch Party 
Candygram Game Night Fundraiser
Karaoke for a Cause Fundraiser 

Social Cultural Highlights 

 Corporate Giving 
TOTAL: $33,675

Chapter  Giving 
TOTAL: $83,341.87
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FUND  DEVELOPMENT:
PROGRAMMING  HIGHLIGHTS
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This year Thursday Network put an emphasis on securing new corporate sponsorships while
strengthening existing partnerships. Additionally, we focused on ways to innovate individual
giving to encourage our membership to increase their philanthropic reach.

10%
S U D H O U S E  B A R

of bar sales went towards
the I Empower Scholarship

and Food Pantry Fund.

$675
S O U L  M E G A  

B R E W I N G  C O .

10%
P O  B O Y  J I M S

10% of bar sales went
towards Food Pantry Fund.

$5000
C I T Y  W I N E R Y

donated for the Spirit of
Servie Awards.

$3000
B I G  C H I E F

donated for the Spirit of
Servie Awards.

10%
T H E  C O U P E

of bar sales went towards
the I Empower Scholarship.

$355

T H E  W I N T E R
W A R M  U P

raised for the GWUL's utility
assistance program.

Exhale Lounge 
Provided ALL  bar sales
toward the I Empower
Scholarship 
Membership Giving
Levels 
Swag Bundle Packages

Affiliate Give
40%

I Empower Scholarship
20%

Operations
20%

Chapter Programming
20%

MEMBERSHIP  DUES
BREAKDOWN



COMMUNICATIONS:

MEDIA  OUTLETS
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F A C E B O O K
F O L L O W E R S :

 2 , 9 5 6 +

I N S T A G R A M
F O L L O W E R S :  

2 , 5 7 1 +

T W I T T E R
F O L L O W E R S :

 2 , 2 5 6 +

Thursday Network has continued to a trailblazer on all social media outlets. Our goal is to
reach the masses to spread the word of how Thursday Network and the Greater
Washington Urban League are Empowering Communities and Changing Lives.

Launched a new members database and portal
Released a new blog website [Click here to
view blog]
 Introduced of Series of Post General Body
Meeting
Promo Videos [Click here to see sample video]
Multiple “On Track” Radio Tapings

We need DIgest and Medium stats on this page 

WPGC 95.5 highlight for our MLK Day
of Service
Featured in Black Enterprise for NDOE
Men of the Movement GroupMe
Social Media takeover on ESPN’s
Undefeated 
Press Releases for NDOE, NODS, MLK
Day of Service, and Join Week

L I N K E D I N
F O L L O W E R S :

3 6 5 +

M E D I U M  B L O G
F O L L O W E R S :

3 +

M

T N  W E E K L Y
D I G E S T  S T A T S :

 



EASTERN  REGION  VOLUNTEER  OF  THE  YEAR  
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Originally from Port Chester NY, Chalon Jones is a
current community servant and up and coming
thought leader with almost a decade in the field of
urban education. She is passionate about discussing
and uncovering disparities within the educational
outcomes of underrepresented students. 
 
She continues to support her community by creating
and managing community service programming for
Thursday Network that will directly improve
outcomes for people in need.  Chalon has supported
the movement through 388 service hours and $600 in
financial support.  She has attended annual
conference and supported national iniatives such as
National Day of Empowerment, National Day of
Service, and Join Week. 
 
Outside of the League, Chalon leads special education
instruction for Rocketship Public Schools in DC.
Chalon plays a critical role in developing and
managing instruction that supports diverse learners
at Rise Academy. 
 
Chalon holds a B.S. in Middle Level Science Education
from Wilmington University and a M.Ed. in Education
Policy and Leadership from American University.
Currently, Chalon is a doctoral student focusing on
Leadership and Learning in Organizations at the
Peabody College of Vanderbilt University.

CHALON  JONES, 

TN  COMMUNITY  SERVICE  EVENTS  CHAIR



NULYP  CHAPTER  AWARDS  SUBMISSION 
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SISTER  CHAPTER  SUPPORT 
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Greater Baltimore Leadership Association 
partnered for #LeadFreeBaltimore with BET

NExT Philadelphia 
members attended BEAST Con 2019

Northern Virginia Urban League Young Professionals
partnered for #LeadFreeBaltimore with BET

Urban League Greater Richmond Young Professionals Network*
members attended Halloween party 

Urban League Union County Young Professionals
members attended Annual Gala

Houston Area Urban League Young Professionals 
provided parliamentary procedures  and by-law development support 

Memphis Urban League Young Professionals 
Members attended Black Millennial Political Convention 

Pinellas County Urban League Young Professionals 
member attended A Day At The Market Event 

Urban League of Central Carolinas Young Professionals*
member attended Leadership Conference 

Columbus Urban League Young Professionals 
member attended Red Cup Chill event 

Austin Area Urban League Young Professionals
provided leadership & membership guidance and financial support 

Urban League of Greater Atlanta Young Professionals 
provided financial support 

Urban League Young Professionals Greater Pittsburgh  
provided financial support 

Urban League of Nebraska Young Professionals *
hosted college tour panel and luncheon for their participants

 
*Chapters did not respond to multiple requests to complete confirmation 




